The Washington Post

02.11.2006 SARAH HALZACK
U.S.A.

Hanna Berger: Retouchings

A solemn and intensely thought-provoking evening of dance kicked off the "Beyond the Waltz" festival
at the Greenberg Theatre at American University Tuesday night. The program, "Hanna Berger: Retou-
chings," explored the career of Berger, an early modern artist who performed with German dance
innovator Mary Wigman before setting out on her own. Several of Berger's works were reinterpreted by
contemporary Austrian choreographers.

In "Fragile: Variations on a Choreographic Theme by Hanna Berger,' choreographed by Manfred Aichin-
ger, soloist Martina Haager weaved in and out of two pools of light at a hypnotically slow pace. Then,
suddenly, her pace was punctuated by a quick gesture or a syncopated rhythm. In another solo,
"Attempts to Escape Confinement" (choreographed by Rose Breuss), dancer Anna Nowak laughed
sporadically in an eerie contrast to the dark music.

Both soloists were masters of subtlety. The slightest dynamic shifts and smallest movements were
remarkably clear.

The evening closed with "N.N.," a solo of slow arm and torso movement danced by one of Berger's
students, Ottilie Mitterhuber, who gave an emotional, poignant performance.

This concert was a strong testament to the value of simplicity and spareness. None of the works had
virtuosic movement or elaborate staging, but they were effective because they were thoughtful and
rich in detail.



