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PICK OF THE WEEK: CIE. WILLI DORNER

Experimental, conceptual, postmodern - terminology that fits yet is wanting when it comes to Viennese choreo-
grapher Willi Dorner, whose company makes its U.S. debut with two heady pieces that in themselves have a lot to
say about how sound, image and movement fit together to make aesthetic sense. Both not at all and the more
ironic threesconds graft dance and video into a seamless experience, with room-size projections acting as the
other half of the diptych to each revolving suite of twitchy, quirky duets and solos. In the former, an overhead
camera allows the in-the-round audience to watch shifting patterns of dancers-cum-video arcade game pieces
from a deceptively beautiful POV, while from straight on one sees instead the distance between real bodies seized
up in repetitive movements and benumbed attempts at intimacy. In threeseconds, a sly swipe at the concept of
dance as a language, empty comic-strip word bubbles align above dancers who "sound out" an alliterative array of
tics, twitches and the physical equivalent of tongue twisters. Movement is deconstrucetd to the point where it’s
hard to say what motivates whom: Dancers fold in on themselves with puzzle-piece limbs; elbows and knees give
out or jerk a dancer across the room seemingly on their own accord; bits and parts ricochet off one another as if
searching for their own independent rationale for existence. Nerdy in a sort of contact improv-meets-Devo way
with a rigorous intelligence and a lovely ease, the result is singular. The evening begins with threeseconds in the
Magnin Auditorium, then moves to Ahmanson Hall for not at all. [...]



